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International Court of Justice, the League would by 
such action be in the way of salvaging from the World 
War the things for which democracy went forth to 
achieve. 

In our judgment, therefore, the friends of the League 
are right in leaving the war matters to the Supreme War 
Council, and in taking upon themselves primarily the 
task of setting up in the name of peaceable settlement 
those law-making and law-interpreting organs so indis- 
pensable to that justice between nations which lessens 
the chances of war. By eliminating the impossible fea- 
tures of the Covenant and concentrating upon the known 
and accepted methods of international settlements, the 
friends of the League may yet render a service to the 
cause nearest of all causes to the troubled heart of the 
world. 



A COMPULSORY LABOR ARMY 

Bulgaria's industrialized aemt deserves attention 
by students of problems of national policing and 
defense. It is the child of the brain and heart of Alex- 
ander Stambolisky, leader of the Agrarian Party and 
now Premier, who had the nerve as far back as Septem- 
ber, 1915, to tell the then powerful Czar Ferdinand, "If 
this nation is led into such another adventure as the 
second Balkan war, there will be heads rolling in Sofia." 

His policy now is not one of universal military train- 
ing, but of universal education. "Instead of officers, 
teachers" ; that is his brief creed. Consequently, against 
the opposition of the few surviving Royalists on the one 
hand and the Communists on the other, he is drafting 
the young men, as they reach the usual age of conscrip- 
tion, for service as laborers instead of as soldiers. Ex- 
perts will guide them in carrying out irrigation plans 
in arid districts. Others will reforest denuded moun- 
tains. More will be detailed to build roads and high- 
ways, school-houses and public buildings. There is to 
be compulsion, but for social and constructive ends. 

Undergoing this labor by day, the conscripts will be 
taught at night. They will be supported by taxes, but 
with what different economic results to the kingdom! 
Production, the world's crying need at this hour, will 
rise; scientific agriculture and craftsmanship will be- 
come diffused ; men will be kept in contact with nature, 
and not live in town barracks and become social para- 
sites. All classes must serve their time, and will thus 
learn habits of democracy. 

The Soviet Government's recent swift shifting of sev- 
eral of the Eussian army corps from the role of soldiers 
to that of workers, under strict discipline, engaged in 
economic restoration of the country, is a variant on 
Stambolisky's theory. 



The United States is suffering today from underpro- 
duction, caused to a considerable extent by migration 
from the country to the city of the workers on the farms, 
including the youth who went to France, saw London 
and New York, and cannot be induced to take up agri- 
culture again. Of course, it would be asking altogether 
too much to expect the enlisted men of our regular 
army, now at army posts going through the routine drill 
and becoming parasites of the consuming class, to serve 
the country as workers, just as the army is being used 
in Bulgaria. It wouldn't be dignified. 



THE PEOPLE AGAINST WAR 

IN oub department of Book Reviews we comment 
upon some of the important aspects of a posthumous 
book by the ablest civilian writer this country has ever 
had on the art, science, and history of war, the late 
Prof. R. M. Johnston, of Harvard University. He had 
been selected by the government to assemble and edit 
the official history of the A. E. F. and he had begun 
his work at the War College. But the strain of twelve 
months at the front as an observer on General Pershing's 
staff, plus his burdens as an author, had weakened him, 
and he succumbed to an attack that under normal con- 
ditions could have been repelled. 

It is quite clear from occasional terms used by Pro- 
fessor Johnston that he was of the school of experts 
who wished beyond all things that they did not have to 
bow to the will of popularly elected governments chosen 
by "semi-educated people." With a distinctly Prussian 
or British note characteristic of imperialism, Teuton, 
or Saxon, he registered this feeling. But at the same 
time he recognized the fact that revolutions do not go 
backward; that it is useless to kick against the pricks, 
and that the war of tomorrow has to be fought with a 
new social psychology in mind. 

Thus he frankly admitted that an "armed citizen" 
army cannot or will not support the psychological strain 
of protracted and negative military operations. Ger- 
many found this out to her despair in the recent war. 
Professor Johnston also understood that the "ordinary 
citizens of France, Germany, and England (and he 
might have added the United States. — Editor) has had 
it wrought deeply into his consciousness that it is worse 
than unprofitable to take the field as a soldier." Hence 
he believed it "almost certain that in the event of 
threatening war public opinion will enforce a pacific 
solution by some means or other. Not for at least a 
generation to come is it at all probable that the unmili- 
tary west Europeans will permit their governments to 
get them into the trenches again." 

We incline to agree with Professor Johnston, but 



